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TRAFFIC CONGESTION — ARMADALE ROAD–BEELIAR DRIVE 
Grievance 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn) [9.12 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. I am glad to see that 
the Minister for Transport eventually got here—I am sure the traffic must have been shocking—because my 
grievance today is about congestion, funnily enough, and it is congestion — 
Dr G.G. Jacobs: Chest congestion? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Not chest congestion, doctor; it is traffic congestion, not chest congestion! The particular 
congestion to which I refer is between Armadale Road and Beeliar Drive in Cockburn Central. It is something 
about which I have a lot of firsthand knowledge because, as the minister knows, my office is right smack in the 
middle of the area that I am talking about. Main Roads WA forecasts show that without the construction of 
a North Lake Road to Armadale Road bridge by 2020 more than 17 500 vehicles will access Beeliar Drive each 
day. When I was driving down Armadale Road on Sunday at about 1.30 in the afternoon, the congestion between 
Armadale Road and the freeway started about a kilometre and a half away from the intersection at the freeway. 
That was at 1.30 on a Sunday afternoon; can the minister imagine what it is like first thing in the morning and in 
the afternoon? It is an absolute nightmare, and those MR forecasts show that it is only going to get worse. People 
travelling west from Armadale Road who wish to go directly, say, to Fremantle, or who want to access 
Leach Highway, have to go across the freeway to get into the right-hand lane, turn right into 
Midgegooroo Avenue and then turn onto North Lake Road. That intersection is absolute chaos; it is chaos first 
thing in the morning and it is chaos in the afternoon, and it will only get worse. As the minister knows, the 
City of Cockburn is still growing rapidly. Over the next few years, 10 000 new homes are expected to be built in 
that area and 20 000 residents are expected to occupy those homes within five years. That is in the immediate 
vicinity of the Cockburn Central area. 
As the minister knows, the history of the upgrade to Armadale Road and the bridge included lobbying during the 
Canning by-election, particularly by Labor members of Parliament, including me, candidates from both parties 
and the Cities of Cockburn and Armadale. That lobbying resulted in a $145 million pledge by Labor to upgrade 
the road and the bridge. If the minister remembers, under Tony Abbott, the former Prime Minister, the 
Liberals later made the same commitment as Labor, but that has now turned into a $116 million commitment and 
the federal government wants the state to kick in $29 million, which it has kicked in. That money is only for the 
widening of the Armadale Road section; it is not for the bridge itself. The Mayor of the City of Armadale, 
Henry Zelones, has said — 

However, there will be little benefit from the widening of Armadale Road if it is not connected to 
Kwinana Freeway and on to North Lake Road … 

He is absolutely correct. The widening of Armadale Road to a dual carriageway all the way through from 
Cockburn Central is a great initiative, but it will bring traffic east to west faster and create an even larger traffic 
jam when vehicles are trying to get onto the freeway or across the freeway to Beeliar Drive and 
North Lake Road. 
The Shorten Labor government; rather, a Shorten Labor government — 
Mr P. Abetz interjected. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: It will possibly be a Shorten Labor government after 2 July. A Shorten Labor government 
will inject—we know this from the public announcement—$80 million into the North Lake Road bridge. 
Main Roads has estimated that it will cost $160 million to build the bridge. A future federal Labor government 
has committed to pick up half that cost; that is, the cost of the dual carriageway and half the cost of the bridge, 
which is a great outcome in any circumstance. However, the reason that I bring this issue to the attention of the 
house today is that there is no similar commitment from federal Liberal candidates and nothing has been said by 
the minister about lobbying and publicly pushing hard for the federal Liberal Party to commit money to the 
bridge. Minister, only yesterday we saw in the media the amount of money that is being committed by both 
parties, particularly by the Turnbull campaign, to infrastructure projects on the eastern seaboard. Huge amounts 
of money have been committed to projects in Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia. 
Eighty million dollars from the federal budget, and certainly the amount of money that is being thrown around 
by the parties, is insignificant. Minister, why has the Western Australian Liberal-National government not 
lobbied for the bridge? Why has the minister not lobbied hard for the bridge? Why has he not publicly called on 
his federal colleagues to fund this bridge to at least the equivalent of what Labor has done and in the same way 
that the City of Cockburn and the City of Armadale have done? They have been leading from the front on this 
issue. 
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MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.19 am]: I thank the member for his 
grievance. As the member would be aware, the Liberal–National government is investing considerable funding 
into the south metropolitan area to build the infrastructure needed to support growing communities and to 
underpin our economy. To remind the member, some of those projects include $66 million to widen 
Kwinana Freeway from Roe Highway through to Russell Road and Gibbs Road, $125 million to build 
Aubin Grove station and $1.9 billion for Roe 8 and the Fremantle tunnel. I acknowledge the challenges that exist 
and I believe that a connection on North Lake Road across the freeway is a good project. I also want to say that 
although I acknowledge the numbers that the member has provided, I do not have them at hand to validate. 
I acknowledge it is an important project, but if it will cost $17 000 for that road and we do not build the Roe 8 
connection correctly, some 79 000 vehicles, up to 90 000 vehicles by 2021, will be redistributed through other 
roads in that area. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, member! Allow the minister to respond. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: That is also seen as a critical piece of infrastructure to remove congestion and make our 
roads safer in the south metropolitan area. We have talked about upwards of 30 per cent with the issue that we 
have off South Street and on the corner of Cockburn Road and South Street and the need to make that more 
passable. 

As the member rightly said, we are in the process of dualling Armadale Road and making that a safer and 
a better thoroughfare. It has been undertaken in partnership with the federal government at a cost of 
$171 million. It is also a project that is strongly supported by the Cities of Cockburn and Armadale. 

I am personally aware of the congestion around the Cockburn Central area as it is a route that I take to go home 
out in the bush, and I have long seen the changes along Armadale Road and, over the last 30 years, I have 
witnessed how the amount of traffic going through there has increased. Main Roads Western Australia has 
investigated a number of options for addressing the congestion that we are talking about. These include widening 
the existing Armadale Road–Beeliar Drive interchange to provide greater capacity and improved traffic 
efficiency. This option is estimated to cost in the order of $40 million. The member for Jandakot has lobbied me 
pretty hard on the overpass at North Lake Road for some time and I have asked Main Roads to explore and 
understand what is required there. I am advised that a simple bridge over the freeway at this location would cost 
in the order of $61 million. As North Lake Road is a local road, the responsibility rests with the local councils to 
deal with getting it to that area and dealing with the roads for the approaches to the bridge. If direct connections 
to the freeway are required—I believe they are, particularly on the northbound side—the project would need 
ramps and collector–distributor roads, similar to those on Mitchell Freeway near Cedric Street, constructed as 
supporting infrastructure. The bridge is then estimated to cost around $166 million. 

Main Roads recently has been reviewing the alignment of the North Lake Road bridge. We were not satisfied 
with how the east side of North Lake Road connected with Armadale Road and we believe that at some points it 
was too close and interfered too much with the industrial complex. It made it very messy. I have had Main Roads 
looking at realignments, to see how we get it out and reconnect with Armadale Road. A lot of work has been 
done in that space over the last 12 months. It is acknowledged that this is an important project. However, it is 
vital to get all the design components finalised. As I said, I am pretty much comfortable that we have the 
solution for the east side. Our position is that we cannot commit funds until we know exactly what is needed. 

I am aware of what is occurring in the federal election. We have put up a list of projects that we see as a priority 
for this state. There are a number of competing projects around, as the member for Cockburn hears when 
members opposite get up and talk about specific projects. I see this one as an important project. Before the 
caretaker period, we put up to the federal government a list of projects that we see as important. I have not 
wanted to engage in the landscape of who is doing what. There are things that the federal Liberal Party has 
committed and there are things that the federal Labor Party has committed and at this point — 

Mr F.M. Logan: But you should be lobbying at this point in time, minister. This is the critical point when you 
should be lobbying. All the money is going to the eastern states. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, member for Cockburn! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: What I am not doing at this point is publicly going out and commenting on what either 
party is doing at the federal scene. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I have called for order! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I believe that as a responsible government we need to work with whoever wins the federal 
election. On a public basis I do not want to show bias in any particular way for or against anyone. Privately — 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Cannington! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: As a minister of the Crown I need to be sensitive of the caretaker arrangements. I have 
a strong position on the requirements of Western Australia. We have put forward a list of priority projects that 
we believe are critical for our funding. Do I believe that our state has seen a fair representation of allocation of 
funds over recent years? No, I do not. 
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